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Topic  Technical 

Question  In the sample areas, do Tower Blocks have gas heating? 

Notes on 
question  

 

Answer  Yes.  

We assume the definition of “tower block” to be a multiple dwelling unit building 
of 5 or more stories. For example, this is the definition used by the Green Alliance 
in their analysis entitled “Towering Ambitions: transforming high rise housing into 
sustainable homes”  

(http://www.green-alliance.org.uk/grea.aspx?id=6315). 

The London Borough of Tower Hamlets is the trial location of V-CEE and the 
customer pool for recruitment will include tenants from two social housing 
organisations, Poplar HARCA and Tower Hamlets Homes.  The statistics for tower 
blocks that have gas heating  has been collated for each of these organisations.  

Tower Hamlets Homes 

Of the 132 Tower Hamlet’s Homes buildings of 5 or more stories,  79.5% of 
homes (representing 4,987 flats) have individual gas service.   Overall, Tower 
Hamlets Homes manages 15,170 flats and and V-CEE trial participants will be 
drawn from this total pool of tenants (including those in multiple dwelling unit 



buildings of 4 or fewer floors).   

Poplar HARCA  

Of the 85 Poplar HARCA buildings of 5 or more stories, 79.15% of homes 
(representing 3,353 flats) have individual gas service.   

Overall, 83.5% of the Poplar HARCA total of 7,086 tenant properties have gas 
heating (individual gas boilers), and V-CEE trial participants will be drawn from 
this total pool of tenants (including those in multiple dwelling unit buildings of 4 or 
fewer floors).   
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